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The next was a solo performance of Dvorak's Violin Concerto in A Minor by Huang Kaimin (Sirena
Huang). Accustomed to the solemnity of the German-Austrian tradition, the rich ethnic flavor of
this concerto irresistibly causes the listener to perk one's ears, and meticulously follow its rhythmic
and melodic progression. Huang Kaimin, together with her famous “Kortschak” violin, imbued the
piece with a wild, sparking style—robust yet delicate, heavy yet layered. The shift in positions was
not done in one fell swoop but was executed with slight microtones between notes, creating a
sense of transition as alluring as a coy smile that infused new life to the melody. Her decision of
when to switch positions cleanly or when to leave room for a more subtle interpretation was a
testament to the performer’s skillful arrangement, revealing how Huang had meticulously and
repeatedly practiced this work, and her great passion for it.
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In the Violin Concerto in A Minor, the orchestra tones down the resplendent sound characteristic of
the festive overture, and instead opts for a more restrained approach to highlight the soloist's
brilliance. However, this restraint did not lack personality. The meticulous interplay and perfectly
timed coordination between the orchestra and the soloist made the entire performance even more
captivating, harmonious and moving. Following this piece, which concluded the first half of the
concert, Huang Kaimin treated the audience to an encore: Aleksey Igudesman's Funk The String.
Funk music, with its characteristic of placing the accent on the offbeat, created a powerful
rhythmic drive, which unexpectedly had an ineffable connection with the ethnic flavor of Dvorak’s
music. Without the orchestra's accompaniment, the audience focused more on Huang Kaimin,
noticing her rich and expressive body language beyond the music. This solo piece showcased the
violin's versatility in technique and expressiveness, offering a playful sense of improvisation in the
hands of a modern composer.
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